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Kerri Foster, Parks & Recreation Manager

Parks & Recreation -
Loving Where You Live

Organizational Structure
Shawnee City Commission

Public Works

Parks & Recreation

Senior Citizens 
Advisory Board 

Cemetery

Beautification, Parks, and 
Recreation Committee

Twin LakesParks Splash Recreation &
Community 

Centers

AMY RIGGINSKERRI FOSTER CLINT BOWEN

JOEY YOUNGSUE ELLEN FRERICHS JANE WRIGHT

Facilities SupervisorParks & Recreation Manager Parks Maintenance Lead

Fairview Cemetery SupervisorAquatics & Activities Supervisor Parks & Recreation 
Administrative Assistant

Our 
Leadership 
Team

Parks,Recreation&Cemetery Staff

Department Mission
"The Parks and Recreation Department 
provides safe park services and 
promotes healthy lifestyles through 
thriving recreational programs while 
strengthening the bonds of community."

Progression & Restructure

2015 2017 2019 2023
Merged Parks and Recreation 
together.  Opened KidSpace & 
Woodland Veteran Parks.

Shawnee Splash 
opened June 20. 

Recreation 
Department was 
created after a 
break since the 
early 80’s.

COS ended contract with Senior 
Citizens, LLC to operate Senior 
Center. Recreation began 
operation of the Center on 
July 1. 

SINCE 2015, THE CITY OF SHAWNEE HAS SEEN GROWTH & CHANGES IN RECREATION.
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• Parks & Recreation has two advisory boards to assist with 
service to the community
• Beautification, Parks, and Recreation Board

- monthly on 3rd Thursday at 4:00 pm 
• Shawnee Senior Citizens Board 

- quarterly on 2nd Tuesday at 9:30 am 
• Interested in serving? 

• Contact the City Clerk’s Office or City website to apply

BEAUTIFICATION, PARKS AND 
RECREATION BOARD SENIOR CITIZENS BOARD

Cemetery Maintenance

ROW Grounds Maintenance

Parks & Lakes Maintenance

Cemetery grounds maintenance, 
full-service internments, and 
plot sale coordination

Regular mowing and plant 
management of multiple 
rights-of-way, including 
downtown flower beds

Maintenance of grass, trees, 
and flower beds;  cleaning of 
restrooms and trash removal 

Responsibilities

Permit Management
Provide permits for facility 
rentals and park pavilion use, 
lakes use including boating, 
fishing, and  hunting

Programming

Recreation Facility Operations

Shawnee Splash Operations

Developing & offering classes, 
workshops, special events, 
group fitness classes, pickleball, 
and “Play in the Park”

Management of operations 
and programs at both 
Recreation and Community 
Centers

Management & operation of 
a seasonal waterpark for all 
ages, swimming lessons, water 
exercise, lifeguard training

Responsibilities (cont.)

Volunteer Coordination
Incorporate volunteer programs 
at Splash Waterpark, Parks, 
Recreation Center, and 
Community Center 

Fairview Cemetery

Historic Figures

Henry G. Beard, 
Founder of Shawnee

Dr Brewster Higley,
Home on the Range Writer

Louise Fluke,
Designer of the

Oklahoma State Flag

80 Acres

33,627
Spaces

Currently being 
captured for 

online mapping
with public view

25 Mowing
Block Sections

25 Edging
Block Sections

Recreation Center

7 8

9 10

11 12



5/7/2024

3

Focused center 
for ages 55+

Senior Programs still 
offered each weekday

Lunchtime meals served 
at Community Center 

via Project Heart

Additional programs 
for seniors added in 
past 4 years

Recreation Center 
provides free space 
for senior groups

Evening programs 
expanded to include 
all ages

Offerings Rentals & Spaces

Fitness Classes

5 Certified 
Instructors

Free Senior 
Fitness Classes

Premium for 16+ 
with small fee

Pickleball
• 2017- First games played in gym

• 2018- 2 sessions per week

• 2024 - 9 sessions per week

• Designated times for seniors, 
beginners, and all ages

Opened June 20, 2015 One lesson at a time

Making a Difference
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Parks Overview Parks Planning
• 2017 Parks Planning

• Kid Space
• Woodland Veterans
• Boy Scout
• Optimist 
• Dean Weigant
• Celebration of Life

2018 Sales Tax for Parks
• “Proposition #4” passed on June 26, 2018 

• Added 0.5% to existing sales tax

• Revenue allocated for capital improvements
• Public Safety: 25% (0.125% sales tax)
• Streets/Roads: 25% (0.125% sales tax)
• Parks/Public Facilities: 50% (0.25% sales tax)

Sales Tax Projects
StatusRevised   

Allocation
Parks & 
Public Facilities

Complete$8,628,066Implement Parks Master Plan
Project Underway$1,300,000Senior Ctr Roof & Remodel
Complete$213,000Community Ctr Roof & Remodel 
Complete$1,750,000Sidewalks & Trails
Small tasks underway$458,263Library Roof & Remodel
Roof & Fence complete
Small tasks underway

$3,500,000EXPO Enhancement & Remodel

Project Underway$1,463,000Santa Fe Depot Roof & Remodel

KidSpace
Final 
Design
A - Exercise Plaza
& Trail
B - South 
Playground
C - North
Playground
D - Multi-Sport
Court & 
Pickleball A

B

C
D
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Woodland 
Veterans
Final 
Design
A - Westside 
Amphitheater
& Playground
B - Eastside 
Playground, 
Tennis/Pickleball 
Courts & 
Art Area

A B

Woodland 
Veterans

Social Media
Facebook and Instagram
• Shawnee Parks and Recreation
• Shawnee Splash

Groups to Follow
• Shawnee Senior Events and Programs
• Shawnee OK Pickleball

Volunteer 
Opportunities

Thank you! Questions?
Parks & Recreation
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